
THE LEARNING CHILD SERIES 
 

A series of programs produced for public television by 
Jonathan Diamond Associates in association with the 

 Child Development Institute of Sarah Lawrence College 
 

The programs have been highly praised by teachers and parents. For additional information, 
please visit: www.sarahlawrence.edu/cdi or www.thelearningchildseries.org. 

 
WHEN A CHILD PRETENDS 

Increasing pressures to begin formal academic work in the preschool years and a misunderstanding 
of the nature of play are diminishing the time and attention given to creative play in the classroom 
and at home — an alarming development, according to many child development professionals. 
“When a Child Pretends” demonstrates that pretend play is not an idle activity, but an essential 
arena for the child’s intellectual, social, emotional and imaginative development. The program 
observes young children in play sequences that require planning, negotiating, collaborating, taking 
roles and developing narratives. The learning that takes place during play is seen in the child’s 
increasing ability to think hypothetically, to reason and to function effectively as a social being in a 
complex world. 

FROM PICTURES TO WORDS 

How do children come to literacy? “From Pictures to Words” represents the view that encouraging 
young children to make pictures — to invent their own graphic representations — sets the literacy 
process in motion. Recent research in psychology and education indicates that children gain 
experience with written language by being read to, dictating their stories and having opportunity to 
experiment with crayons, markers and pencils. As they do so, they begin to realize that these marks, 
alone or in combination, stand for the sounds of language. If the child is engaged in interesting, 
enjoyable activities, the accompanying instruction becomes helpful guidance that encourages the 
search for meaning in and through print.  

VALUES GO TO SCHOOL 

“Values Go to School” suggests that ethical issues are inseparable from the life of the classroom 
and the school. Documenting classroom life from kindergarten through high school, this program 
observes educators who have made “values” a part of their curriculum.  In the program, you’ll see 
how teachers are incorporating into their teaching such concepts as racial tolerance, non-violent 
conflict resolution, respect for diversity, the importance of doing work and the value of open 
discourse in the school community. Leaving the school environment, the program observes parents 
who welcome the school’s approaches as complementary to their own. Exploring this partnership 
between families and educators to guide children as they make the choices involved in growing up, 
“Values Go to School” documents the need for an increased commitment to this fundamental 
educational experience. 
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